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C R I TIC! ---what bus'neſs have you here ? | 


| Avaunt! and know your proper {phere. , 

Or (if you muſt attack curſt nonſenſe) 4 

Be ſure you carry ſafe your ſconce hence; 

For ſhould your raſh conceit preſume 

To face our dread recorder Plume, | 
And our ſharp-ſet Solicitor, 
Who can both hum and hiſs it o'er; | 
And in our court of jurisdiction, | 


Try and condemn without convition; _ 
(This you muſt know ſometimes the caſc is, 
As well as here, in other places) | | „ 2 | 
I'll not be ſurety for your pate „ 8 = 
Perhaps a tale may have ſome weight. 

An aſs there was (and this is true) 
Who wore his noſe---as critics do; 
Why that's not ſtrange, but then twas odder, 
To find what Jack did in his fodder: 
His fodder! yes: he thought it ſuch: 


Vou think this yours: FORBEAR TO TOUCH. 
a „ Now 


— 


(Like that within your cranium ſtow'd) 


On bricks and boards hides greaſy ſpots, 


| | ork 


Now what was in it?---who ſhall tell * | I 


Methinks 1 hear you ſay ©] ſmell ye.” 8 
Vou're out, and ſometimes Critics are: þ 


Nor car you know till 1 declare: 


| Though yau have ſuch a knack at ſmelling - 


Things that bear thinking more than telling; | 
And ſo (to make the matter plain) 
I'll (with your leave) begin again: 


An aſs there was who cartel fand--- 
You'll find a moral till at hand: „ bitt | 
Sand---which a cheap but uſeful load; | 


* 


On paper ſerves to dry up blots; 


* 


And makes things clean, through love of dirt— 
Well, well; I would not ſeem to pert: 


But fand was what the poor beaſt bore; 


And many a bag had borne before. 


It happened, on his evil day, 


He ſpied a baſket in the way: 

Now aſſes think where ſuch things are, 

They have a right to know what ware; 

And now, leſt you ſhould fay I vamper, 

I'll tell you what was in this hamper: 
| Hamper! 


"us 


775 Hamper! ay, can that 1 e 
A hamper i is a w too. 


This, which the long- ear d lubber ſaw, 
Expos'd ſome bands of hay or ſtraw; 


Which cloſe were ramm'd through many a chink, 
To hinder blabs from crying Clink; 


For as, when getting th' upper hand, 


Wine without props is weak to ſtand, 


So oft ſuch foul diſputes ariſe, 


Fatal to noſes, mouths and eyes, 


That one may ſee rich ſtreams of gore 
Flow on the pavement, or the floor. 
The rule's as ſure as Ariſtotle's--- 
Silence ſecures both brains and bottles. 


The hint may help you to divine 


That in this hamper there was wine: 
And wine, at any rate, tis clear, 

Is for an aſs too coſtly cheer; 

But then you'll ſay that liqu'riſh Jack 
Ne'er meant ſuch booty to attack: 
For wine ne'er caus'd his chaps to dribble, 
Who ſought but hay or ſtraw to nibble: 


That's juſt your caſe, by bright Apollo—— 
"Hay: ſtraw, dirt, , rubbiſh, dung you'll ſwallow; 
hate e et 
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Whate'er is vile goes down of courſe: FA 
You ſcorn the better, chooſe the worſe. 
But to proceed - Quis talia fando 


Temperet i while the man cried « Sand ho: : 


The hungry, heavy, ftupid beaſt, 


In hopes to make a glorious ſeaft, 
Straight to the fatal baſket goes, 


Fraught with ah!---more than human woes 


For there (I heard my neighbour ſay) 
In ambuſh ſnug a viper lay: 


The churl, like Towzer in the manger, 
Would neither eat nor let the ſtranger; 
But as of old th' Heſperian dragon 

Muſt guard the fleece, ſo this the flaggon; 
Jack ſmelt then cribb'd a trifling matter: 
The bottles ſots began to chatter — 
Forth from his bed the reptile ſprung, 


And caught the meddler by the tongue! 
That harmleſs tongue which ne'er had ly'd, 


Envenom'd, ſwell'd, and Jack ſoon died. 


Aſk you © How came'the viper there?” 
Why that the Critic muſt declare: 

The ſtory, which I know is true, 

I only told---to puzzle you. 
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| 
| 
| . 4 
THs clock had firuck ſeven at ſtately Saint John's, 4 
At veſpers well known to the Burton-bright Dns 2 | | 
And the ſun in the weſt was declining apace, | | | 
When r09m---r00m was call'd for the ſword and the mace. TH : f 
For the Court had conven'd at the ſign of the Globe: WS f 
There the Judges and Counſellors---each in his robe 
Had adjuſted---their wigs---there the Jury were ſworn ; : 
There they thrice drank a round to the Culprit forlorn, 
| | 


Juſt by way of preparing---and there in a brimmer 
Were pledg'd by their lordſhips both Primmer and Trimmer, 
And the toaſt was right hearty--'twas nam'd by the Jury--.. . * 
x To the Court, Punch and Fun, and to all Pedants, Fury.. | 
. 1 ä 
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BY Then they all took their e the 190 on the man 
8 


Lock 'd as keen as two conſtables after a wench. 

. Proclamation for ſilence was made and behold 

F . Straight appear d at the bar the offender ſo old: 

4 Sure twas Thumbſtall himſelf, or who ſaw him might ſwear, 
Thar he look d as much like him as e er he cou di ſtare: 
The long cloak was the ſame—- twas the ſame holy band, 


7% „ The ſame lips, the ſame brows and as much at command 
IS To feign {corn and deriſion or wond'ring ſurpriſe! 
| | With the ſame plaited dewlap---the ſame twinkling eyes. 
| Now your lordſhips (as Mr. Solicitor ſaid) . < 
| Never ſaw ſuch a reyerend grave-looking head: 
L | And his years are alone a ſufficient incitement 
3 I To-do ſpeedy en Clerk read the Indictment. 
1 = CLERK. 
. | | 11 Domine e Thumbffalll——alias b Powſe 
| | | 1 Whichever matters not a louſe 
. $ . Hold up, arch pedagogue, your hand: 
= And this Indictment underſtand. 
4 | ethic 
72 
| | | | © His diſciples were taught to accoſt him ever by this title; but it being 
| | recollected that when they ſpoke of him in the third perſon, the vocative caſe was 
8 improper, the uſe of it was diſcontinued. 1 
1 | 
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| You here ſtand charg d with uſing ill _ 
The poor profeſſors of the Quill: - 
In making them the ridicule 
Of all your ſaucy boys in ſchool: 
By ſnubbing, ſcoffing, teazing, jecring, 
Deriding, cavilling and ſneering: 
In order ſo, by their vexation, 
To raiſe your Footy reputation: 
And by affecting ſcorn or choler, 
To ſhew yourſelf the greater ſcholar.  * 
And various as have been the times 
Of ſuch your complicated crimes, 
You chiefly clapper-claw'd Tom Splaſher, 
A harmleſs pot-hook. haberdaſher : 
And means and methods did deviſe - 
(No fear of ſhame before your eyes, 
But ſtill prepar'd new plagues to hatch 
By the inſtigation of Old Scratch): 


Him known and call 'd the Scoring Maſter, 


To his great damage and diſaſter, 
To ſnub, to ſcoff to teaze and jeer at, 
Deride, thwart, cavil at and ſneer at: 
All which from you did plainly tend 
In his ſure detriment to end | 
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In loſs of quills, knives, pens and ink, 


Which equal was to loſs of chink; 
Such things agreeing to provide 


As he at his expence ſupplied. 


But loſs of labour was the worſt, -. 
In that he was fo cramply curſt, 
That ev' ry miſchief- mincing boy 
Lou freely ſuffer d to deſtroy 


His copies, papers, rulers, pencils, 


Plummets, and other his utenſils, 
Without all which in ſchool ſor you 
His buſineſs he could not do. 


And when of this he might complain, 
You made this anſwer ſhort and plain, 
That as he was the ſcoring maſter, 


He ought to keep his chattels faſter: 


Which from the boys the blame transferr'd 
To him without another word: 
And this not growl'd nor chump'd nor mutter'd, 


Aloud amongſt your boys you utter'd: 


Who, thus encourag'd in their ſport, 
Dealt with him in ſuch ſorry ſort, 
That toil he did like ox or aſs, 
For what he ne' er might bring to paſs, 


The 


g g Fe _ 
To do his ſmall pt ag with pleaſure: e 
Or give or get the Garigha@ion 0 1 25h 
Belonging to each well-meant action. 


259 0 


Thus by your « could and ſham diſpleaſure, 
Hurt is Tom Splaſher « out of meaſure: - 


| IK a7 


Loſt to his ſober wa of thinking, 3 
And driv* n, for comfort's fake, to drinking. 
For in your houſe he ſays full well 


He liv'd much like a cat in Hell. 


DETFA_ 1 — = oh i ze bs 


Domine Thumbltalli—alias * Powſe! 
Who look'ſt as meek as any mouſe, 
One foot too bordering on the grave, 
We ſcarce can think thee ſuch a knave, 


Arch-pedagogue 3 the charge you' ve heard. 
Guilty or not?---Say but the word. 


I ir lar 2 
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Then the man at the bar rais'd his ſad ſolemn head; 
Thrice he ſhook his white curls, and much powder he ſhed: 
And indeed, notwithſtanding his pitiful, caſe, 


His looks darted rapture, religion, and grace, 


„ tune M Un t TERM % 16S f ELL ISP 13-656: cite e ne 
* Some buſy commentators derive this name from the Greek; others from the — 
French. Etymology is not the Author's province; but whether it be pont a. 
or ppuce 25 thumb, it is notorious that the character here alluded to is more genkral 
than ſingu An aſſiſtant at a ſchool may be /rampled under Fad, if not, he is 
ſure to be mn under the tbumb. 
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His mind was as pure as an angel in Heaven. 
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Then his hand was ſo white, yet lo florid his de. 
And his voice was fo gentle, his ſkin to ſo ſleek! 
That one durſt lay a wager of twelve to eleven 1 


After hawking a little to clear his dear throat, 
To get into the'key, and to ſound the right note, 
He put on a fix'd frown, then the filence he broke, 


| Juſt as if twas the * Ghoſt of old Hamlet that ſpoke. 
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+ If to be Maſter of my houſe and 923 
Argue that I alone therein ſhould rule; 
I plead not guilty. 


COURT: 


— | How will you be tried? 
O WSK. 
By thoſe juſt laws which right and wrong divide. 


* In the words Liſt, liſt, ob liſti: and the Reader will pleaſe to take notice that 
the proper tone may be caught by liſtening attentively to the variation of ſound 


occaſioned by filling a pail at a pump: which by almoſt inſenſible gradations 


paſſing through the ſeveral ſeries and modifications of harmony, firſt dwells a 


little on the baſs, then creeps, ſteals, climbs, and at length mounts to a tenor and 
ſo to a treble. 


+ Every vowel in this ſpeech muſt have ten uſual lengths. 


COURT. 
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4079 Un 185 _ 
Powſe! trail not out ſhort words ſo Ion. 
We mean to clear you from all wrong: 
As none but ſuch juſt laws rule here, 
'Twixt the two rocks we'll nicely ſteer: 45 
And juſtice duly ſhall be done. 

Clerk! call the evidence. — 


D 


— — — Here's one. 


COURT. 


* 8 * FEY 


Swear him. | | | _ 


CLERK 1 


— Give heed to what I fay—— 
True as the ſun though dull the day, ; 
« And as the dial to the ſun - — 
« True, though it be not ſhone upon, 

You ſhall :he zruth alone declare, 
Of the whole truth ſhall nothing ſpare; 


Nor let your ſlipp'ry tongue once ſtammer: WoYy = 


80 help you at your need the grammar. $6447 B 
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Ea 
fue PAINMER: 
Swear by and kifs that dreadful book: 
At which ſo ruefully you leo. 
Nom declare who and what you art: 
And if you know him af the bar. 


* cnt 1 


PROSECUTOR. - 


1, my lord, am Tom Splaſher, pot-hook haberdaſher, 
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Who deal, pleaſe your lordſhip, in ſpelling and ſcoring: 
I ſerv'd that old brawler, as archetype-ſcrawler,” | 


— P 


And juſtice on him is what here I'm imploring. 
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JUDGE TRIMMER: 8 
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We'll do you juſtice— . Ä— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Make it appear he us'd you ill: 
| | 
| JUDGE PRIMMER; 
| 
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FS ————That we wilt. 


1 SPLASHE R. 
Is have found better manners in butehers and tanners, 
_ When met at an ale houſe to talk o'er ther ſtüff: 
And what with job Jumbling, with growing and grümbling, 
lle ne ier drudg'd and hack d me, as he thought, enough. 
| tl JUDGE. 
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M 
JUDGE PRIMMER. 


Stringe! why he ſcarce appears fo groffiſh: 
And did not you at length grow huffiſh?: 


SPLASHER. F 0 


I toil'd for the yapper, as his under-ſtrapper, 
Two years and a half, and was well nigh worn out: 
And he then to reward me thought fit to diſcard me, 
For daring, with reaſon, his cur-ſhip to flout. 
JUDGE TRIMMER. 
Had you ſome reaſon then for flouting, 
More than the Old One had for pouting ? 
SPLASHER. 
Yes: he ne'er caught me napping, yet always kept ſnapping, 
While I was fo patient, my lord, and fo mute; 


Till the tricks of the wizzard ſo ſtuck in my gizzard, 
That at laſt I refus'd to be trod under foot. 


JUDGE PRIMMER. 


Proceed to pive a full detail 
Of all that may your cauſe avail; 
The long, the ſhort, the great, the ſmall; 


You ſhall have juſtice: that you ſhall. 
D SPLASHER. 
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© SPLASHER.- 


Moſt potent, diſcerving, and ſoft- ſpoken judge! 52 

I no more from my charge than a turnſpit will budge, 
When he winds round and round his huge toil and poor glory, 
Keeping ſtill in his wheel as I keep in my ſtory. 

And your lordſhip's wiſe words and kind looks give me courage 
Not to. doubt for all ears to find delicate forage. 

So I beg your ſweet patience to what I unfold 
Concerning this pedant, ſo arch and ſo old. 

Yet I'll charge him with nothing but what he has done, 
And that not in earneſt, my lord,---but in fun. 

Oh! the wolf in lamb's wool, of deportment ſo mild, 
Who has cannibals teeth with the ſmiles of a child. 


He's a ſan#ify'd ſavage, a zyger in ſable, 


Who ne'er prays more earneſtly than at the table. 
Now tis uy turn to fare,. while his mouth he ſo ſkewers, 


And relies on his Council. the Monthly Reſpewers. 


Though they're all his kidney I'll out with the truth; 


Which will ſpread but the more as they. ſtint it in growth. 
For I ſcek not their ſanction to my PLAIN ACCOUNT, 


To be worn like an old black ram's bell---in the front, 
That may tinkle the flock to the region of ſlaughter, 


Or to and again twixt the fold and the water. 


But your lordſhips will ſee (for it plainly appears * 
Men are led by the noſe, and poor ſheep by the ears. 


Ho! Counſellor Scarecrow gets up in a paſſion: 
Is it fair to o'crhawl me? I know tis the faſhion. 


— 


COUNSELLOR SCARECROW. . 

What means the rude unletter'd bear? 

Rail on the Council /---doſt thou dare? 
Our pow'r |---our -mightineſs provoke? 
Look to't:---My lord this is no joke: 

My lord, this is a ſerious matter. 

Shall puppies ſuch as he thus chatter 

Of ſanction, ram-bell, flock, fold, water? 

Are things fo ſacred to be brought here? | 

"Tis impious: tis irregular.— 

Hell-hound! your throat we'll gargle, or 

Clap on your back a tickling bliſter, „ 

Give you a puke, a purge, a clyſter. 

Body and ſoul we'll ſacrifice ye; 

And worſe! we'll anathematiſe ye. 


JUDGE PRIMMER. 


You open, learned friends, too ſoon: 
Give the man time his pegs to tune, 
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Only to give a full detail. 


Into it al/ his fore he preſs: 


And he the whole can never ſpin, 


I ſhall each circumſtance be ſcribbling. 


(mn) 


He mq;ns not to provoke or rail; 


And full it cannot be unleſs 


Unleſs you let him once begin. 

Nor can it be a PLAIN ACCOUNT, 
Unleſs plain meaning be made on't. 
And plain the meaning cannot be, 
Unleſs tis plain to you and me. 


To me it yet is not plain,---howbe't, 


We'll ſuffer no man to be browbeat. 


So, prithee, honeſt Tom, ſpeak out, 

And wind your wheeling taſk about, 

Of huge hard toil, and paltry glory, 

And keep your matters all before ye, 

(Juſt like the turnſpit who ne'er budges 
From the ſame fpot while round he trudges), 
So ſtill purſue your uſual canter, 


And ne'er regard theſe though they Ame 


Nor though they rave and wince and flout, 
But bounce along: we'll hear you out. 


And while their Owlſbips here are quibbling, 


SPLASHER. 


SPLASHER: 


My lord, *tis well known that this Powſe kept a ſchool: 
And, intending to make me his ſuitable mule, | 
He offer d me juſt forty ſhiners per annum, 

To teach his boys ſcoring, and help to ratan em. 


JUDGE PRIMMER. 


Be quite exact let me exhort ye: 


. — 


How many boys ?- — 


SPLASHE R. 


— SE — Juſt two and forty. 


JUDGE PRIMMER: 


And how much might he charge per quarter 
For each? Speak; ſhew-yourſelf no ſtarter, 


SPLASHER. 


He charg'd twenty ſisous per quarter for each, 


"JUDGE PRIMMER: 


Ay! 'twas bis work to charge, and twas your work to teach. 


E = Queſtion 


[14 T | 


| Queſtion fram POWSE. 
Tom 8plaſher! did not you thereto agree 
__—_ SPLASHER. ;; 
184. n 
=_ + OL: JUDGE TRIMMER: 
f vals The more fool you, the more knave be. 
U | Sic vos non vobis, that's the caſe, 
Hl | | Plain as the noſe in your red face. 
; | | | Y 1 55 No by this bargain Powſe muſt clear 
| I! | Full forty ſhiners in the year. 
| COUNSELLOR SCARECROW, 
= My lord! I humbly apprehend. 
5 Your ſtrictures here no further tend, 
_ - Than to declare the bargain juſt: 
j == As in the eye of law they muſt. 
f | AGREEMENTS „ill are SACRED thingsy |, 
N 1 No matter what their ſecret ſprings: 
= Nor what their end, deſign, and drift: 


Though ſometimes Law allows to ſhifſt; —* 


As touching baſe and vile tranſactions, ' 


Impoſtures, cozenings, and exactions, 

| Which 
i 
i 


KW] 


Which we call fraud and over-reaehing, 
And nothing have to ds with teacbing. 
Beſides, no prafit hath accrued hence, | 
More than well ſuits with legal prudenee: 
If one ſees clearer than another, 
Doth his clear fight then blind his brother? 
Here his diſcretion may appear, 

But from all cenſure he is clear. 


Ms. SOLICITOR QUILL. 


My lord! one word, if there be rom: 

My learned brother, I preſume, 

His till and ſhrewdne/s to diſplay, 

And, as he dreams, to get the day, 

Explains this bargain to- be juſt, 

And we're to take it all on tru/t, 

Vet if it be your lordſhip's pleaſure, 

F'll anſwer him in ample meaſure. 

And this to do with better grace, 

I ſhall propoſe a ſample caſe. 

If I for ſaxpence or a groat, 

Agree to cut another's throat, 

Th' agreement is a SACRED one, 
And ſuch the buſineſs to be done: 


Or 
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N 4 
Or if (when all my wits are flown) 
I ſhould conſent 70 cut my 0wn, 

The promiſe made; performance due, 
The deed muſt then be ſacred too. | 
By this nice mode of reas'ning then, 

It ſacred is to murder men, 
Or kill one's ſelf, at any time, 
When bargain ſanctifies the crime. 
But not ſuch chaff too fine to ſift: 
&« The law,” he ſays, © allows to ſhift 
« In any baſe or vile tranſaction: 
This /bufling is the law's detraction. 
At once to put an end to arguing, | 
"Tis HONESTY that BINDS a bargain. 

72 Why, ſay that Tom was once benighted, 
Who is, as we well know, dim fighted: 

He in the dark, poor dog, agrees 
To foot with one who better /ees. 

Now this, in ſeeming love and kindneſs, 
Avails himſelf of to'ther's blindneſs: 
And, for ſome private grudge he owes him, 
Into a known ditch ſouſe he throws him: 
Or uſhers him to ſome foul gap, 

Or hampers him in ſome ſly trap. 


nw I» 


Will 


\} 4 
F 
Will you admit the Latchir* 8 plea? 


Who cries, © Pray did not we To. 
Curſt is th agreement by the deed. 


"wy lord, 1 ve done. — EDI: . 


JUDGE TRIMMER: 


1 . Ay: we'll proceed: 
But let me add what juſt ariſes 

From this diſcuſſion which ſo wiſe is: 
Quill you have hit it: Scarecrow's out: 
There ſeem'd indeed but little doubt: 
And you have how, to clear it ſhewn, 
Which makes amends for interruption. 
The bargain he inſiſted firſt on 

To have been juſt, you prove a CURST ONE. 
This, though we look at it aſkance,. 
Comes not within OUR cognizance; 


Vet ſerves us for elucidation, 

And leads to further information. 

Come, Splaſher; now we've ſtopt our clatter, 
Go on, and give us recent matter. 


F | SPLASHER. 


F 


{ x8 } 


+ SPLASHER: 


My lord! by this bargain though Powle was a winner, 
He yet agreed daily to give me-@ dinner; _- 
Excepting on FESTIVALS; when he reſided | 
Abroad; and of courſe at home none was provided. 

JUDGE PRIMMER. 
And what ſhift made you 18 dinner? 

8 pLAS HER. 

Ho 2 at all---as I'm a ſinner. 1 


Weltion from PO WS E. 


Tom Splaſher! did not you thereto agree? 


SPLASHE R. 
1 aid, kind Sir,---ſ0 much the worſe for me, 


JUDGE PRIMMER. 


Then you the holidays kept holy, 
Without a morſel to conſole ye: 
How oſten happen d theſe vacations? 


JUDGE TRIMMER. 


Or (as you make them) vacuations? 


SPLASHER; - 


[ 9 1 


SPLASHER' | „ 


Twice a year---which is uſual---a month each receſs, 
When the boys were ſent home —_— 


JUDGE TRIMMER. = 
What all 8 1 wer 5 


SPLASHER. 


No: the boarders in all my lewd only were thirty: 
Though the reſt us'd to dine there — 6 


JUDGE TRIMMER. 


— Gents, let this divert ye. | 8 A 
This ſo notorious mammon-ſpinner | 
Could not afford poor Tom a dinner; 

Though for himſelf he found ſuch pickings 
Out of all theſe his tender chickens, 

Some, we'll ſuppoſe, were NOT ENLARG'D: ' 
Splaſher! what was it then he charg d? 


SPLASHER. 


Each vacation, my lord, for each refident | parks 
He demanded two angelt and ncarly a mark. 


A 


[ 20 1 
JUDGE TRIMMER: 


1 | T Then e they're ſent off, or ay, 
1 - *Twill greaſe his gridiron either way. 
For thoſe who ay muſt doubly pay, 5 
And ſtill they pay though ſent away. 
Hence we need be no ſhrewd diviners, 
To prove his gain twice fifty ſhiners. 
Extortion this |---paſt quibble-frothing ! 
A hundfed ſhiners here! for nothing / 
Scarecrow, . who ſays the law can ſhift, 
Might lend a hand at this dead lift, 
&« As touching baſe and vile tranſactions, 
« Impoſtures, cozenings, and exactions; 
At this too WE can only. glance, 
As not within OUR cognizance. 
But, Splaſher, come, you lazy lout, 
* Rownd Turnſpit, round! about, about; 
Much I ſuſpect this fly old fox 5 
Us d to trepan your GChrifimas-box? 


* The language addreſſed to a dog in a z wheel is — uſed on wes 
e in is but too true. | | | 


SPLASHER. 
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[=] 
SPLASHER. 


That, my lord, I can't fay,---but I ne'er receiv d any. 


'S 


JUDGE TRIMMER. 


What none! none at all 


SPLASH ER. 


No, my lord, not a penny. 
Vet all I obtain d that 1 e'er colts 9 rj} 


JUDGE PRIMMER. 


P 


That was your fault, not his: 1 


JUDGE TRIMMER. 


— Nor was his the zeg/e@.. 
SPLASHER. 


Why, my lord, I muſt do him the juſtice to fa, 
That I ne'er thought about it, be that as it may: 
Yet as one cunning trick is of many the mother, 


He flung me in one ſhape and might in another. 
What I here have to offer is all of it right meant, 
Whether properly laid or not in the indifment: 


My memory's my guide; and ev'n Powſe will allow 


— -—y - 
— 2 — 4 — 4 


K 


— 


I remember things well, and he finds I do now. : 
T relied on his ſanctified phyz and great learning, 


And in caſe of diſmiſſion forgot to claim warning: 


His winning demeanor gave me to expect 


That he'd act upon honour in ev'ry reſpect: 


But, alas! my poor noddle was finely out-witted! 


For to hold me at arm's length his purpoſe beſt fitted. 
I've a ſtrange tale to tell, and, my lord, 1 declare 
Tis enough to draw tears from the eyes of a bear: 
I've ſuch woes to recount and ſuch ſcenes to throw in, 


That I hardly can find at which end to begin. 


JUDGE. PRIMMER. 


Tis not the bus'neſs of this court 
By any means to ſpoil fair ſport: 
Nor ſhall we wave a point in hand, 

But as occaſions may command; 
Yet, as you ſeem to, be in doubt. 
What next you ought to hammer out, 
And which end know not to begin at, 

Weill find a Hatch to let you in at: 
Which done you. ll chooſe the ready way, 
That is---find what you have to ſay. . 

0 Then 


[ 23 1 


FL 


4 . 


Then tell: us, was this ſhrewd grammarian 
A ſtrict and {ſmart diciplinarian? 

(For by his looks one ſhould ſuppoſe 

Him quite unapt to deal in blows) : 

Could he his myrmidons command? 


Or had the boys the upper hand? 


SPLASHER. 


Oh! T'll tell you my lord: he-was ſure to look ſour 
If they fail'd to torment me by all in their power. . 
Then his brows were rais'd high and his chin would he ſcrew, 
Then he'd ſtare, ſnort, and bellow, ©* What! nothing to do!“ 
Twas the ſignal for them to buzz round me like bees: | 
«Sir! my ſum,--mend my pen, hear me fay,--if you pleaſe!” 
1 ſhall never forget it as long as I ve breath! 

How they peſter'd and plagued me and teaz d me to . 
But with hem he ne' er prov' d a moſt deſperate bruſher; 
Except when he knew them to fan on their uſher: * 
That was treaſon to him: he was ruin 'd; betray d: 

Then the ſpeeches, the faces, the prayers that he made! 
And of all the ſtrange voices that ever 1 heard, 

I ne'er yet met with one I ſo hated and fear'd. 

Not the grow] of a tyger, the roar of the ſea; | 

F or compar'd with that yap hey, were muſic to me. 
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cc To the gallows in this world and hell in the next. 


e e 
t Ye brats, coaxers, rebels, I'll ſhew you the odds; F 
« *Tis with me you've to deal now: here, bring me my rods; 


And the ſcene was ſo grave when the victim was mounted; 


So ſolemnly all his high crimes were recounted; 
For, as all things ſhould tend unto edification, 
The farce muſt be ſanctified with an oration : 

This boy,” he exclaimed, ere his hand fell to work, 


While the quiv'ring poſteriors foreſtall'd the dire jerk; 


«© This boy,” he ſaid ſternly, ere yet he began, 
« I, a going to the devil as faſt he can. 
© His road leads (to ſay it how ſorely I'm vex'd) 


My conſcience, my duty can't let him alone: 
«Tis what juſtice requires, juſtice here moſt be done: 


JUDGE PRIMMER. 


| Of juſtice, he ſhall have his fill: 
We'll e him. — 2 


JUDGE TRIMMER. 


oa Ay, that we mill. 


SPLASHER. 


Then with all might and main he applied the firſt oke: 05 
Iwas huge, pond' rous, and deep, as if felling an oak. 


15 But 
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But what ad caught my wonder. was juſt then to ſee 
That enfeebled old arm move ſo briſk and ſo free: 


Though as Riff and as formal the moment before 


As St. Dunſtan's large puppets each over the door, 
Whoſe arms, ſtrung with wire, beat the time every quarter: 
So harmleſs, ſo lifeleſs could ſeem the meek tartar : 


But fo vig'rous and active at ſweeping a tail, 


That he handled his broom as a clown would a flail; 


And ne'er ſtopt, but to*breathe, till at length he law blood, 
Tho' the youth kick d and ſprawl'd like a frog in the mud. 


Now, tho' more than old Thumbſtall perhaps might expect, 
Yet the thought was my own, when I us'd to reflect, 


What a comfort it was that theſe pious divines 


Who on Heav'n and on earth have ſuch righteous deſigns: 
And one of them lately your lordſhips can tell, 

By thunder and light'ning, book, candle and bell, 
Curs'd the great whore of Babylon, fwore that he'd ſtrip her 
Stark naked, a whore, and confoundedly — —, 


Magnaque, Virgil predicts the dire ſtory, 


Cum magno veniet Tritura calore, 


« And drive and extirminate, hunt and expoſe her 
* Through all Chriſtian lands, for his ſaints all to noſe her: 
And tis ſaid that he added, though not upon oath, 


What! is beef king of meats? mutton makes the beſt brech 


a. „And 
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WM « And who with his dumplings refus'd to be cramm'd, 
i _ 40 Why they muſt, and they ought, and were ſure to be —.“ 
| [ Fit Theſe ſpiritual ſcourgers, theſe goſpel ratanners, 
\ | Who ſo earneſtly ſeek the reforming the manners, 
| W And labour by arguments, cenſures, and terrors, 
_ — To retrench all corruptions, abuſes and errors, 
can carry their looks ſo compos'd and demure, 
"i 0 2 When their thoughts are ſo holy, ſo chaſte and ſo pure. 
Wt» | 
ll | | But I now muſt advert to the generous offer 
ll Powle made me, my lord, to repleniſh my coffer,--- 
ql; | That the profits on what in the ſchool I could ſell, 
0 Of books, pencils and ſlates ſnould be mine. 
Wl JUDGE PRIMMER. 
| | | | a Man Very well. 
1 | 3 
1 SPLASHER. 
| 1 Jo be ſure, tho' one would not have all the world know, 
zl | When J went to him firſt my finances were low: 
| ll Yet I thought but to charge at a fair ſcorer's price, 
| | i © $0 1 ſnapt at the bait and was caught in a trice, 


[6] 


When he ſaid, „Out of which it the cuſtom of late is 


« For my ſtrapper to find all in pens and ink gratis. 


I made 


| TC}. 0 
I made no great ſcruple to furniſh the boys | 
As to what they may uſe, but tit what each deſtroys. 
I oft” faid with a groan, at the end of the week, 


When my goods were all gone, and my lucre to ſeek, 
For the rogues had the hint that twas all at my coſt: 

So there ne'er paſt a day, but ſome ſcore pens I loſt: 

Twas the ſame with my paper, knives, pencils, and quills, 
And with every thing elſe---ſee my ſtationer's bills. 


| JUDGE TRIMMER. 


There's no fox like the old fox ſtill, 
Who eats the gooſe and faves the quill. 
Why, pens and ink for forty ſcholars 

| Muſt yearly coſt a dozen dollars: 

To be of that expence a clearer, 
You charg'd odd matters then the dearer? 
Now, let us underſtand you rightly: 
Charg'd you your dittos pretty tightly? 


SPLASHER. 


Your lordſhip ſhall hear and I'll make it quite plain, 
All my profit was perdue, and loſs my Whole gain. 
My accounts being ſubje& to Thumbſtall's inſpection, 
There could be no fraud but there mult be detection: 
Or 
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[ 28 ] 

Or elſe now and then I had gladly ſhov'd in 
An odd late or a book, and had thought it no fin. 
'Tis a thing not unuſual with thoſe of the train: 
And then he was to pay me and charge it again. 
But how ſhall I tell you, my lord, the ſurpriſe 
That appear'd in the wight when he turn'd up his eyes 
At my written memorial's advance on the ſcore, 
In the humble proportion that ſix bears to four? 
"Twas as though, at that inſtant, ſhut up in his brain, 
His buſy conceit coin'd the {1x-pence again: 
Or, as if his quick fancy then teem'd with the birth 
Of ſome horrible monſter ne'er ſeen upon earth, 
That he purs'd up his mouth and contracted his brow, 
Ere the thunder broke out with a frightful “ How now! 
« A copy book ſix-pence! I ne'er ſhould have thought 
© To have giv'n for a copy book more than a groat. 
« I'm truſtce,” he ſaid, © for the Parents at large, 
And can never allow this exorbitant charge!” 
So, my lord, he compell'd me to ſell at prime coſt; 


And find pens and ink too. 


1 JUDGE PRIMMER. 


— Then your gains were all croſt! 


Queſtion 


Queſtion from POWSE, 
Tom Splaſher! did not Fo and mr , 


SPLASHER. 
No, Skin-flint. 98985 —ͤ———p— —— — 


JUDGE, TRIMMER., 


A ——— he did he could nr ſe. 


COUNSELLOR SCARECROW. 


My lord! I humbly here contend 
My client's conduct to defend 
In this concern, as fair and right, 

And he we know got nothing by't. 

It ſeems, the caſe being fairly ſtated, 
*Twas what pure conſcience here diccated. 
In one averſe to all extortion, 

As I more largely have before ſhewn, 

(And acting for the-parents' good, 

In whoſe place as truſtee he ſtood) _ 

Where vice appear d at once to ſtab it, 

And ſo prevent an evil habit, 

Twas wiſe and proper, things being ſo, 

To cruſh the fraud in embryo. 8 

f po 


* 


Then 


* 

Then where's the end of all this pother 

Of books and Hates, this that and t other? 

Why Splaſher was a hungry villain | 

To claim full four pence in a ſhilling! 

Nay, he avows.-he would have cheated, 

But that he fear'd to be defeated: 

And while on this he lays a ſtreſs fo, | 

| Proves himſelf roguiſh ex profeſſo:c i — 
Now after all is done and ſaid, 

The whole amounts to this one head: 
That changing more than what he'ought, 
Twas juſt to give the 'knave his proat. 


, 
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uu SOLICITOR, QUILL. 
Preſuming not, my lord, to ſcoff F 
At what hath. been ſo well knock'd off 


By my ſo dextrous learned brother, 0 
Who clearer ſees than any other, 
I can but think how much we're bound a 
To knuckle to his ſkill profound if 
Which proves what in itſelf is true, [4 9126 ue 


That every knave ſhould have his due; 
Whether it be a groat or halter, 


As times or circumſtances alter. . 
Nor 


Nor ſeek I too inſinuate, 

Which of the two may be his fats; {6 $4 

Whoſe flippant zeal for parents mute 
Would thus pervert the courſe of juſtice; 

For that, perhaps, might ſeem ſevere, 

Yet his deſert's the ſame--that's clear. F 

But firſt, my. lord, his main nn e 
In hatching up a lame defence eee oh 

Of Thumbſtall's craft, takes this for fact 

(Though with no patch of reaſon back d) 

That the prim prig got nothing by it, 

This let him prove; or 1 deny it! 

And though he treats us cavalierly, wy 
We'll let him ſee we ſee ſo clearly, © 

That all his froth ſhall ne'er perſuade us, AT 
Tamely to let him rod'montade us; | 

And gulp a doubt as matter granted, 

Merely becauſe 'twas what he wanted. | 216Y 

For we've at leaſt as ſtrong prefumption, ehe en 
Ev'n next to Proof all thro the lump hewn; 

That Powſe wou'd grip where he could reach; 

And Tom was not to charge but teach: | 

That wherePo wie meant to lay a tax, 


Twas not for Splaſher to go ſnacks; © is 
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Who, like a blind horſe, 8 d on N 
To _ on — the Hau . 


Poor aſſes Sn of aa. 5 Le RENE. 
He ſhar'd reproach, and ſlavery, > 
The badge of all his tribe: 
Yet, forc'd. his torment ſtill to hug, 
He bore it with a patient ſhrug]! 
And all without a bribe. 


The gad-flies daily Ringing, | 

The horſe-leech cloſeſly clinging, 

HFad drain'd him almoſt dead: 

Then to crown all the marrow-monger, 
When fleſh and blood could bear no longer, 
of E'ca-—knack'd hin o' the head. 


The judges now nel d by "I jurymens' cruppers, 
Which fidled by turns, that they wanted their ſuppers; 
So after ſome nods quite expreſſive of ſorrow - 

For Splaſher's hard; caſe, they adjourn d till, the morrow. 


But the j jury (unus'd. their ſurmiſes to ſmother) 


Were heard, as they ſat, thus to chop one another: 

. (Before they broke up, which was all in bigh glee) 

„Well: what ſay ye of Thumbſtall? D'ye think he'll get free? 
© No: 
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No: I'll lay any one twenty ſhillings to five” ; 
He's expos'd and degraded and hung up alive: | 
What burn him in effigy that s what you mean: 
And how grave, how affecting muſt be ſuch a ſcene! 
Why ay, burning in effigy's vaſtly 1 in faſhion; 

But their lordſhips you know are not void of compaſſion: 
Though the boys of our alley had all got the ſcent 

A full hour ago, 'ere to work they all went. 


Tis a pity. tis true 
Such a well- look ing man! 
But then what can we do? 
Do as well as we can. 
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ERRAT A. | | res 
e * | | EF Sis 
: | Page 9, line 17, for wizzard read wizard. "AF RT 
. Page 10, line 13, for ſan#ify'd read ſanctiſied. wy : 5 
Page 10, line 14, for council read counſel, | _ 1s . : 2 
Page 11, line 6, ditto. TEES - | „„ 

Page 13, line 9, for icons read us. | | e 

Page 16, line 20; for f tbers read Vot herrn. | | 3 
, Page 25, line 21, for extiraunare read exterminate, E ' ERIN 
' Page zo, line 11, for changing read ebarging.” | SING 


Page 31, line 21, for grip read gripe. : | 
Page 32, line 10, for cl.//ly read cloſely. = £28810 


And what elſe appears wrong let your care but ſet right, 1 i 
| Charging all to the Printer—ſo Reader ! good night, Nas 
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